Evangelical Visitor - March, 1991 MCC Annual Report by Pierce, Glen A.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
3-1-1991 
Evangelical Visitor - March, 1991 MCC Annual Report 
Glen A. Pierce 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2562 
Recommended Citation 
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - March, 1991 MCC Annual Report" (1991). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2562. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2562 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 





n i l 
"The spirit of God is upon me, because he has anointed 
p i M H 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, [mm 
A i to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18), 
l i r -/.ragsr, ^ 
• • • 
hungry, page 2 
• • • 
sick, page 4 
• • • 
conflict, page 6 injustice, page 8 
• • • 
natural disasters, page 10 
• • • 
partners, page 12 
Good news for 
people trapped by 
h u n 
"Give us this day our daily 
bread." This sentence in 
the Lord's Prayer, and 
stories of manna from 
heaven and feeding the 
5,000, remind us it is not 
God's will that people are 
hungry. Good news to 
hungry people includes, 
among other things, daily 
bread. 
v'l 
INTRODUCTION • • • 
Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) workers 
and partners saw hard 
times in 1990. Recession 
meant people's hard-
earned wages bought less 
food, clothing and shelter. 
Famine threatened in war-
torn Sudan. War broke out 
in the Middle East. 
Yet MCC workers and 
partners shared — and 
found — good news. 
Workers in the Middle East 
write: "When we wonder if 
our work in Lebanon is 
futile, we think of Shamsa, 
a disabled girl confined to 
her home because she 
lived on a hill with no road. 
MCC and other non-
governmental 
organizations built her a 
road and her personality 
blossomed. She goes to 
school four days a week. 
Before she would not 
communicate with case 
workers. Now she smiles 
and initiates 
conversations." 
Read MCC's 1990 annual 
report to find good news in 
hard times. 
g r y 
Mola, a farmer in Bikoro, Zaire, harvested 72 kilograms 
(158 pounds) of fish from his new pond, a harvest two and 
a half times more than the national average. Mola learned 
to build and tend his fish pond from an MCC worker who 
teaches in a church extension program. 
On the edge of the desert in upper Egypt farmers cultivated 
nearly 1,000 acres (400 hectares) of land year-round for the 
first time thanks to an MCC loan fund. 
People in four Burkina Faso villages moved hundreds of 
cubic meters of earth to build dams for capturing rainfall 
and halting erosion. MCC workers and a local church 
committee encouraged them with technical advice and 
some supplies. 
When Jose Antonio Filho bought 30 acres (12 hectares) of 
scrub land in northeast Brazil four years ago, his neighbors 
laughed. Rain had washed away the previous owner's 
brick home. Today they come to learn from him. Filho 
produces enough to feed his eight-member family and still 
has more than half his crop left over to sell. His high 
yields are the result of farming tips he learned from MCC 
workers with a Brazilian alternative agriculture agency. 
Through its SELFHELP Crafts program in Canada and the 
United States, MCC created the equivalent of 14,000 full-
time jobs in 38 countries, jobs that enabled artisans to feed 
hungry families. 
U.S. Mennonites on the East Coast filled more than 5,300 
grocery bags — about $70,000 U.S. ($81,900 Canadian) 
worth of food — for hungry people. A member of First 
Mennonite Church in Brooklyn, N.Y., says: "While 
delivering MCC grocery bags we met a family who had no 
money for groceries. The last cracker had been eaten as we 
knocked on the door. 'We were just praying to the Lord 
without knowing where the next meal was coming from, 
and the Lord answered our prayer,' they said as we entered. 
Many doors have been opened as we deliver grocery bags 
to homes. This has given us opportunity to bring them the 
word of God." 
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MCC workers in 
Bangladesh have 
developed a new design 
for a beehive, so that poor 
families in rural areas can 
earn much-needed income 
selling honey. The North-
American Newton hive is 
too expensive and requires 
too much maintenance. 
Pictured here is Gwen 
Peachey of Corvallis, Ore., 
with Bangladeshi 
colleagues, (left to right) 
Modhu Paul, Delowar 
Hussein and Abdullah Al-
Mahmud Baten. 
Good news for 
people trapped by 
s i c k 
MCC nurses, physicians, 
nutritionists and 
appropriate technologists 
celebrated life and good 
news with people who 
were ill. 
An MCC physical therapist treated children at a polio 
rehabilitation clinic in Zaire. Together with Zairean and 
Belgian colleagues, she taught parents how to care for 
disabled children and begin physical rehabilitation. 
At a "Technology for Health" center in Guatemala's 
highlands, MCC volunteers and 12 co-workers shared 
new ideas with villagers and visitors: composting latrines, 
improved cookstoves, water pumps, food preservation 
and natural medicines. 
Native people in Labrador found a compassionate ear 
from an MCC doctor serving in a remote area. Another 
volunteer in Labrador examined causes of and possible 
solutions to the high suicide rate in Native communities. 
MCC donated medicines, medical equipment and 
educational supplies to a medical organization on 
Nicaragua's Atlantic coast where health care is limited. 
In the first half of 1990, the group's doctors saw 18,000 
patients, vaccinated 3,000 children and led 12 workshops 
on preventive health care, for community leaders. 
St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Centre in Calcutta, India, 
provided medical treatment and social rehabilitation to 74 
drug addicts and alcoholics. MCC contributed to this 
ministry. 
A nurse practitioner taught physical rehabilitation 
techniques and grief therapy to medical workers and 
parents of children learning to use protheses in Soviet 
Armenia. Construction workers there built six village 
health clinics and a children's rehabilitation center. This 
work, a ministry of MCC and an Adventist group, started 
after the 1988 earthquake there. 
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MCC nurse Ruth Kroeker 
walks with Anal, a patient 
at Harpur Memorial 
Hospital in Menouf, Egypt, 
a town north of Cairo. 
Kroeker, of Abbotsford, 
B.C., served at the hospital 
for three years, training 
nurses and helping Dr. 
Mouneer, hospital director, 
set up a primary health 
care unit in a nearby 
village. "I could not have 
asked for a friendlier, more 
interesting place to work," 
Kroeker writes. 
Good news for 
people trapped by 
c o n f I i c t 
"Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you" 
(John 14:27). MCC 
volunteers shared Christ's 
peace with people caught 
in conflict-torn families, 
communities and 
countries. 
Mozambican refugees at a Swaziland reception center 
received MCC clothing, layette bundles, health kits, 
sewing kits, towels and school kits. These gifts were 
"greatly appreciated by the refugees," wrote the center's 
director. "When we see an item carefully mended and 
ironed, carefully folded and tied, we see clearly the love 
of the person who sent the item and the respect extended 
to the refugee." 
MCC shared 4,540 metric tons of food and material 
resources with the Sudan Council of Churches to help 
them respond to some of the overwhelming needs of 
Ethiopian refugees and displaced Sudanese there. 
Families of homicide victims in New Orleans received 
peer counseling and other support via a program set up by 
an MCC worker. 
Six MCC volunteers worked at Mercy Camp in Jordan, 
helping evacuees after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. MCC 
also contributed $5,000 U.S. ($5,848 Canadian) for a 
milk powder shipment for Iraqi infants. 
1990 saw the close of the MCC U.S. Immigration and 
Refugee Program which resettled about 5,100 refugees 
since its start in 1975. The program benefitted sponsors 
too. Partners in Virginia who sponsored a Laotian 
family said: "Hearing Savangs' stories opened a window 
on the world for us." 
Nearly 300 students in North Dublin, Ireland, attended 
the city's sole interdenominational school. A Mennonite 
worker was among the parents who started the school to 
encourage cross-denomination communication in a 
country divided between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. 
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This Cambodian child sits 
on clothing MCC partners 
in North America shared 
with "internal refugees" 
there. At year-end 
Cambodia had 150,000 
internal refugees, people 
forced from their homes by 
fighting between 
government troops and 
resistance factions. About 
1,000 refugees also 
received kits containing 
mosquito nets, water 
containers, kitchen 
utensils and hoe heads, 
items purchased with MCC 
funds. 
Good news for 
people trapped by 
i n j u s t i c e 
Poverty, racism, 
stereotypes and mental or 
physical disabilities kept 
some people from 
developing and sharing 
their talents, wisdom and 
strengths. MCC volunteers 
shared good news with 
these people in various 
ways. 
"You made it, man," said a friend to Eddie Rodriguez. 
"You're not dead, you're not on drugs, you have a 
job...you made it." Rodriguez credits his "making 
it" in part to MCC's IMPACT program, in which he 
learned the printing trade. Another MCC program helped 
62 African-American, Hispanic and Native American 
youth find summer jobs in their home towns. They 
earned money for college, developed leadership skills and 
served as teachers, pastors and day camp workers. 
Thirty people with mental disabilities found jobs at the 
MCC-supported Edmonton (Alta.) Recycling Society. In 
the first nine months of the year, the society collected 
more than 16,231 tons of recyclables. 
About 1,600 indigenous families received land through 
ASCIM (Association of Indigenous-Mennonite 
Cooperative Services), a program of the three Chaco 
Mennonite colonies in Paraguay. MCC supported 
ASCIM. 
Ten years ago poverty forced Mena Lina and her nine 
children to live in a 10-foot (3-meter) square room. Like 
countless northeast Brazilians, she spent 20 percent of her 
minimim wage pay for that room. Now, thanks to a 
project administered by MCC workers and funded by the 
local church, Mena Lina and more than 140 others have 
their own homes. When asked what makes her happiest 
about her home, Mena Lina says without hesitation, 
"Now we can all sleep in beds." 
Churches in 14 California counties promoted a new 
option for criminal offenders and crime victims — VORP 
(Victim Offender Reconciliation Program). VORP uses 
trained volunteers to meet with offenders and victims to 
find ways to see justice done. They caught the VORP 
idea from Fresno County, where in 1989 a VORP 
program received 536 cases from Fresno judges, police 
and probation officers. 
Some 8,000 refugees left Honduran camps and returned 
home to El Salvador in 1990 after nearly 10 years in 
exile. Two MCC workers help them re-establish homes 
and churches, despite harassment by the military. 
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HANDLE 
Brenda Unrau, SALT 
Canada worker from 
Selkirk, Man., left, and 
Pat Byron, right, use a 
band saw at L'Arche Wood 
Products shop in 
Vancouver, B.C. Staff 
there make and sell 
pallets, potato bins and 
patio furniture. SALT 
Canada is an 11 -month 
MCC program for 17- to 
20-year-olds. They have a 
job, live in a service unit 
and are sponsored by a 
local church. 
Good news for 
victims of 
natural disasters 
"'And which of these three 
— priest, Levite or 
Samaritan — was neighbor 
to the man who fell into 
the hands of robbers? And 
the lawyer answered, 
'The one who showed him 
kindness.' Jesus said, 'Go 
and do likewise'" 
(Luke 10:36-37). 
MCC volunteers were 
neighbors to those who 
lost homes, livelihoods and 
peace-of-mind when 
natural disasters struck. 
Philippines 
MCC sent $96,000 U.S. ($112,280 Canadian) worth of 
medical supplies to victims of Iran's June earthquake. 
MCC also shipped blankets, sheets and bandages. 
MCC gave $25,000 U.S. (29,240 Canadian) to local 
churches in the Philippines for medicines, blankets, food 
and other aid after that country's July earthquake. 
MCC workers visited Vietnam's Quang Binh Province to 
see how local people had used MCC quilts, school kits 
and health kits sent after three typhoons struck there in 
1989. The shipment was not large enough to benefit 
everyone there, but the Vietnamese told MCC: "A 
mouthful of rice when you are hungry means more than a 
bowlful of rice when you are satisfied." 
MCC Contact (USPS 689-760) is published in 
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by Mennonite Central Committee, PO Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501-0500. Editors are Charmayne 
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I.cmghurst. Design by Ronald Tinsley. Copies 
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500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. In Canada, 
address correspondence to MCC Contact 
Editor, MCC Canada, 134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, 
MB, R3T 5K9. Second class postage paid at 
Akron, Pa., and additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PO 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. Printed in 
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Photo credits: 
Page 1, Peter/Nancy Wedel; Page 3, Jim King; 
Page 5, Madame Kautker; Page 6 and 7, Ruth 
Keidel Clemens; Page 9, Steve Hoock; Page 10, 
Wally Ewert; Page 11, Red Cross photo by Mike 
McCollum; Page 15, Kevin Serisenig and Bruno 
Baerg. 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) celebrated its 40th 
anniversary and had its busiest year in recent history. 
Volunteers responded to more than 15 disasters. They 
repaired and rebuilt houses destroyed in 1989 by 
California's earthquake and by Hurricane Hugo in South 
Carolina and St. Croix. "The challenge of Jesus to be 
neighbor to people in need remains now as it did 2,000 
years ago," notes Lowell Detweiler, MDS director. 
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Eva Zuniga of Watsonville, 
Calif., smiles as Wes 
Heinrichs, Mennonite 
Disaster Service project 
coordinator, puts finishing 
touches on her new porch. 
More than 200 MDS 
volunteers repaired or 
rebuilt some 125 homes 
that were damaged by the 
October 1989 earthquake. 
Good news 
from MCC 
p a r t n e r s 
"It is right that we should 
thank God for you, 
because your faith 
increases mightily, and the 
love you have for all grows 
even greater" (2 Thess. 
1:3). 
While MCC shared good 
news with neighbors, MCC 
partners in North America 
and overseas brought good 
news to MCC. 
Bolivian MCC workers Tito and Yolanda Castro 
welcomed new MCC workers to their country. "When 
new people arrive, they are like babies," says Yolanda, 
who spent 1972 in North America with MCC's 
International Visitor Exchange Program. "Because I 
understand the American way and know the differences 
between cultures, I can help answer questions." The 
non-North Americans in MCC "help us be more 
sensitive, honest and relevant," says Overseas Director 
Ray Brubacher. 
Brazil 
MCC worker Kari Scheirer 
says she went to Brazil to 
serve. Instead her 
neighbor taught her about 
service. "For three months 
my foot suffered from 
numerous infections. Some 
days it hurt too much to 
walk and I could not wear a 
shoe," she writes. "One 
noon I arrived at Dona 
Neves' house when she 
was preparing lunch for 
the 11 people living there. 
But when she saw my 
infected foot, she left her 
lunch preparations and 
called her daughters to 
bring a basin, water, some 
medicinal plants and a 
towel. And like the Apostle 
Peter, I said: 'No, you 
shouldn't wash my feet.' 
She looked into my face 
and said, 'Daughter, I must 
wash your foot or else it 
wouldn't heal.' She sat on 
the ground at my feet and 
gently began to cleanse my 
foot." 
Partners in the United States built "houses against 
hunger," using donated material and volunteer labor. 
Money raised from the sale of the houses went to MCC. 
Tanzanian Mennonites who spoke at a Zaire development 
seminar inspired MCC workers with stories of successful 
small-scale projects completed without outside aid. The 
stories were good news to workers who see many large, 
failed projects. 
Volunteers at five collection centers gave MCC some 
5,560 workdays when they prepared blankets, layette 
bundles and other material resources for shipping 
overseas. Volunteers at thrift shops, SELFHELP Crafts 
and relief sales contributed several thousand more hours 
to MCC, hours of love for others on which MCC is built. 
Radical changes in East Europe brought MCC new 
partners. One is Lazlo Szanda, a Romanian greenhouse 
owner determined to stay and build his country. "Come 
back in a few years and see the transformation we 
hope to bring about," he told MCC workers. Szanda 
distributed vegetable seeds MCC donated. MCC also 
sent medical supplies, clothes, canned beef and layette 
bundles to Romania. 
Members of the new Good Samaritan Mennonite Church 
in Kentucky inspired MCC workers who helped start the 
church. "To see people from broken backgrounds come 
together, work together, pray together and support each 
other is exciting," the workers say. "They invited us into 
their family. They love us." 
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hard 
times 
Volunteers cut, dried and 
packed more than 100 
tons of California fruit, 
some of which was sold at 
MCC relief sales. Pictured 
here are Michelle Borden 
and Angela Born from 
Eden Mennonite Church in 
Chilliwack, B.C. Relief 
sales raised some $4.3 
million U.S. ($5 million 
Canadian) for MCC work in 
1990. 
MCC financial 
SlECAt TENDER 4<CA»0 PRIVATE , iRS 
- — 
Income 
U.S. constituency contributions 9,869,583 
Canada contributions* 3,540,603 
Other contributions 241,858 
Grants—Non-governmental* 1,053,907 
Grants—Governmental* 3,557,450 
SELFHELP Crafts 5,338,283 
Other revenue 1,496,031 
Material resources in kind—U.S. 2,691,493 
Material resources in kind—Canada* 8,166,496 
Total income 35 ,955 ,704 
Disbursement 
Agriculture & integrated development 3,498,347 
Emergency assistance 3,595,793 
Economic & technical assistance 5,923,241 
Education 2,356,878 
Health 1,415,915 
Social services 2,740,488 
Religious & peace 2,440,121 
Support services & constituency relations 2,723,608 
Material resources donated in kind 10,857,989 
Total disbursements 35 ,552 ,380 
Net increase in fund balance (403,324) 
Funds applied to long-term assets 2 ,375 ,359 
Net decrease in funds available for operations (1,972,035) 
MCC U.S. financial 
MCC U.S.'s statement of income and disbursements is 
fully consolidated into that of MCC. 
Income 
Designated contributions 696,918 
General contributions allocated 2,084,200 
Grant income 48,888 
U.S. Service Program stipends 647,184 
Refugee resettlement income 40,724 
MHS member contributions 216,403 
SWAP/DOOR 108,258 
Literature and seminar fees 70,610 
Other income 8,753 
Total income 3 ,921 ,938 
Disbursements 
MCC U.S. Service Program 1,017,927 
MCC U.S. Peace Section 338,230 
Mennonite Disaster Service 408,810 
Mennonite Health Services 350,850 
Urban Ministries 144,160 
Immigration and Refugee Program 105,428 
Criminal Justice 60,378 
Special Programs 152,952 
Material Resources 307,772 
Regional Offices 599,726 
Executive Office 117,738 
Support Services 519,370 
Total disbursements 4 ,123 ,341 
Net decrease in fund balance (201,403) 
Funds applied to long-term assets 46 ,745 
Net decrease in funds available for operations (248,148) 
*MCC income includes $14,795,696 received from MCC Canada 









SELFHELP Crafts 3,505,812 











Development education 100,995 
Disability concerns 100,100 
East West concerns 54,009 
Employment concerns 115,672 
Kanadier concerns 330,210 
Material/food aid 9,093,549 
Mennonite Central Committee 8,032,844 
Mental health concerns 76,583 
Native concerns 260,561 
Other 232,456 
Peace and social concerns 111,408 
Refugee assistance 71,222 
SELFHELP Crafts 3,303,230 
Victim offender ministries 75,470 
Voluntary service 1,021,529 
Women's concerns 25,067 
General administration 758,209 
Total 24 ,131 ,232 
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over (1,075,909) 
expenditures 
Equity at beginning of year 5 ,979 ,903 
Equity at end of year 4 ,903 ,994 
**in Canadian dollars 























E 3 ea < a u X s at 
3 
Co T3 < o H 
Africa 39 14 14 19 20 2 34 142 
Angola 2 2 
Botswana 1 1 4 2 8 
Burkina Faso 3 4 4 1 1 3 16 
Chad 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 9 
Ethiopia 1 2 3 
Ghana 2 2 
Kenya 4 1 1 2 8 
Lesotho 3 4 2 9 
Mozambique 2 1 1 1 5 
Nigeria 2 1 1 2 1 3 10 
South Afr ica 4 1 3 8 
Sudan 1 2 4 2 9 
Swaziland 1 3 1 1 3 2 11 
Tanzania 2 1 3 6 
Uganda 1 2 1 1 5 
Zaire 11 1 1 4 17 
Zambia 5 2 2 1 2 12 
Zimbabwe 2 2 
Asia 20 19 5 17 9 2 31 103 
Bangladesh 11 12 2 1 5 31 
Cambodia 1 2 1 3 7 
China 10 10 
India 2 2 
Indonesia 4 1 7 12 
Japan 1 1 
Laos 1 2 2 5 
Nepal 4 1 4 9 
Philippines 2 1 1 5 2 11 
Taiwan 1 1 
Thailand 1 2 3 2 8 
Vietnam 2 4 6 
Europe 1 23 8 32 
Belgium 1 1 
Czechoslavakia 2 2 
Germany 9 5 14 
Ireland 5 5 
Poland 1 1 
Switzerland 1 1 2 
USSR 3 2 5 
Yugoslavia 1 1 2 
Latin America 33 14 24 12 20 8 31 142 
Bolivia 13 2 5 5 6 8 39 
Brazil 3 3 3 1 3 5 2 20 
Costa Rica 2 2 4 
El Salvador 3 4 2 2 11 
Guatemala 1 1 2 4 
Haiti 9 4 1 4 18 
Honduras 1 1 1 1 3 2 9 
Jamaica 1 4 4 4 3 16 
Mexico 1 1 4 6 
Nicaragua 2 2 1 3 2 10 
Paraguay 2 3 5 
Middle East 3 21 1 1 9 35 
Egypt 1 16 1 2 20 
Jordan 1 3 4 
Lebanon 1 2 3 
West Bank 4 1 2 8 
North America 5 40 7 13 94 3 337 499 
Canada • volunteer 4 9 2 3 46 1 19 84 
• local VS 1 9 1 16 40 67 
• salaried 10 1 12 73 96 
• other 1 1 
United • volunteer 7 4 7 18 62 98 
States • local VS 1 1 to 12 
• salaried 4 2 1 130 137 
• other 2 2 4 
TOTAL 97 87 53 83 167 16 450 953 
U.S. service workers 
California 
Colorado 
















Canadian service workers 
1/5 
I/O > J < o > J C/5 H 
British Columbia 23 11 6 40 
Alberta 8 8 
Saskatchewan 16 7 23 
Manitoba 19 16 7 42 
Ontario 8 29 37 
Quebec 3 3 
Maritimes 2 1 3 
Nfld./Labrador 8 8 
Total 84 67 13 164 
'I 
Material resources in 1990 
MCC shipped 36.8 million pounds (16.7 million kilograms) of material 
resources to 35 countries in 1989. Of that, 36 million pounds (16.4 million 
kilograms) were food resources, including beans, corn, flour, meat, milk, oil, 
rice and wheat. Other items shipped were: 




8,516 health kits 
15,960 school kits 
2,431 sewing kits 
50,000 yards (45,500 meters) of fabric 
104,812 pounds (47,641 kilograms) of medical supplies, valued at $253,500 
303,350 pounds (137,886 kilograms) of soap 
99,815 pounds (45,370 kilograms) of clothing 
450,565 pounds (204,802 kilograms) of canned meat 
Audited financial statements are available f rom MCC, 
PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501. 
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On September 25, 1990, life-long Mennonite missionary 
John E. Coffman died in London, England. Coffman 
began his ministry of service during World War II as an 
MCC relief worker. During the war's early days, he 
wanted the people who interacted with workers or 
participated in MCC program to know the meaning of our 
ministry. On April 21, 1941, he wrote MCC's executive 
office suggesting that MCC material resources carry an 
organizational label and motto such as "In the name of 
Christ." 
From that time on MCC has been identified with that 
apostolic phrase from the New Testament. "In the name 
of Christ" was never formally adopted as the MCC motto. 
But that simple suggestion quickly caught on and is used 
in various ways as the goal and norm of all workers, the 
guiding principle for all program development. 
The theme of this report is "Good news in hard times." 
John Coffman understood that in the midst of the London 
blitz there could be "good news" when presented "In the 
name of Christ." 
People like you who prayed; encouraged workers; shared 
funds, food and clothing and volunteered time are 
essential to MCC's ministry "In the name of Christ." In 
these ways you are part of being good news in hard 
times. When we think about all the workers, constituents, 
friends in North America and abroad who support the 
ministry of MCC, we "give thanks every day for 
everything to our God and Father." (Eph. 5:20) 
• • • John A. Lr.pp 
Executive Secretary 
Cash projects 
• • • 
(April) Jobs for poor women: 
In Bangladesh MCC helps 
poor women start 
businesses by providing 
them with management 
training, marketing 
assistance and credit. $ 2 5 
allows one woman to join a 
one- or two-week course. 
$15 ,000 is the program's 
annual cost. Please include 
project number B702-60 
with your contribution. 
• • • 
(May) Wells for clean water: 
Rural communities in 
Nicaragua suffer water 
shortages in the hot dry 
season. Three Mennonite 
communities there plan to 
dig two new wells and 
improve a third. $51 .66 
buys cement and other 
materials for one well. 
Please include project 
number B922-30 with your 
contribution. 
Material resource 
projects • * • 
(April) Health kits: 1991 
requests for MCC health kits 
include 6 ,000 kits for 
Argentina, Ethiopia, 
Jamaica, Nicaragua and 
West Bank. Additional 
requests will come during 
the year. To prepare a 
health kit, place these items 
in an 8- by 10-inch (20- by 
25-centimeter) drawstring 
bag: a toothbrush, family-
size tube of toothpaste, bar 
of soap, nail clipper with file 
and dark hand towel. 
• • • 
(May) Sheets: In 1991 MCC 
will send 1,800 sheets to 
Ethipia, Haiti and the West 
Bank. Single-sized flat 
sheets are preferred. They 
may be white or colored. 
cash p r ° l e 
Resources • • • 
Four new MCC audiovisuals 
available 
Service: Learning while 
helping, a 13-minute VHS 
video, follows four youth 
groups' experiences with 
SWAP and DOOR, short-
term service programs in 
Kentucky and Denver. 
• • • 
Walking on holy ground, a 
nine-minute VHS video, tells 
stories from the lives of 
three Bangladeshi women 
and an MCC volunteer who 
became a friend to them. 
• • • 
Wheat straw cards: Making 
a difference in Bangladesh, 
a seven-minute VHS video, 
shows how a job creation 
project among Bangladesh 
women has improved their 
lives. • • • 
Stories on the way, a 33-
minute VHS video or 16mm 
film, shows examples of 
MCC's work and mission. 
Features stories from 
Bangladesh, Labrador, 
Miami, Nicaragua, 
SELFHELP Crafts and 
Mennonite Disaster Service. 
• • • 
All MCC audiovisuals are 
available for free loan. 
Contact the MCC Akron 
Resource Library, PO Box 
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500 , 
phone (717) 859 -1151; 
MCC Canada, 134 Plaza 
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 
5K9, phone (204) 261 -6381 
or an MCC regional or 
provincial office. 
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